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The club treasurer, far as long as I can remember (15 years), is finally retiring. Susan 
Wilson deserves a standing ovation for all the hard work she has done. This has to be a record 
for a board member position. Susan, cheers to you and a heartfelt thanks from all of us!

With that said, we are taking applications for a new treasurer. This is a board appointed position. 
You must be willing to accept payment in the form of pats on the back (it is not paid).  Here is 
the lion’s share of the responsibilities:

1.   Pay bills as necessary (not much activity) Basically just for the few events that we host and 
reimbursements for out of pocket expenses to club members.

2.   Monitor and reconcile the bank account. Use QuickBooks for bookkeeping and bank 
reconciliations. We currently use KeyBank.

3.   Approve payment processing for newsletter printing and postage.

4.   Gather mail from post office box at Bacon Station post office in Indianapolis. Not much besides junk comes to 
PO Box, so unless we are expecting payments for advertising, check it once a month.

5.   Bill newsletter advertisers and collect payment.

6.   Submit year end financial information to the National BMWCCA office via the website.

7.   Prepare annual tax return (990), which in recent years has been nothing more 
than filing an online e-postcard, due to gross receipts being less than $50,000.

8.   Attend quarterly board meetings.

9.   Please don't steal the money.

Check out the latest event details at:
www.hoosierbmw.com
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COVER: Cover photography by Stephanie Stewart. It was shot this year at

Reggie’s Motorworks 11th annual open house, in Noblesville.
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e had a record turnout at Reggie’s 11th annual 
open house! This event was held on Saturday, June 
16th, which was a HOT late-spring day. The heat 
didn’t keep the people or their cars away. We 
completely filled our parking lot. Luckily the kind 
folks at Hare Collision Center had cleared out some 
space so we’d have plenty of room for overflow. 

We had BMW’s ranging from TWO 1957 Isettas up to 
some of the latest and greatest Bavarian beasts on 
the road. We also had several Minis, Porsches, 
Mercedes-Benzes, Audis, and Volkswagens. Some 
other notable cars were an 850csi, a Classic Mini, an 
Austin Healy, and a Land Rover Defender. Club member
Roland Porst won “Best of Show” with his absolutely 
stunning e24 M6, while “Best Project in Progress” went 
to a very original older Mercedes-Benz 450SE. 

As always, Sean Goble’s stuffed jalapeno peppers were 
a hit, followed by the always tasty Bigg Hoffa’s 
Smokehouse BBQ!

Thank you again to all who came to the show, and to
Hoosier BMW for your continual support of Reggie’s 
Motorworks! We feel fortunate to be able to take 
care of great cars that are owned by awesome 
people!

We’ll look forward to seeing you at this event again 
next year!

Official printer of the Hoosier BMW Car Club Newsletter

Vista Graphic Communications 
7915 E. 30th Street • Indianapolis, IN 46219
Phone: (317) 898-2000 www.go2vista.com

Graphic 
Communications

Article Reggie Stewart

Photos by Stephanie Stew
art

317.773.0074 
www.ReggiesMotorworks.com

1362 S. 10th Street
Noblesville, IN 46060

Indiana’s premier German Auto Specialists. 
3 year / 36k mile warranty • Courtesy Cars • Family Owned • Certified Technicians

 WE TREAT YOUR CAR 
 AS IF IT WERE OUR OWN. W

Best of Show

Best Project
 in Progress



et me start off by saying what I am
guessing everyone else is thinking…
it’s September already! Wow, has this
year just flown by. The good news is
one of my favorite club events is coming up, the new 
member picnic. If you are a new member, this is a great
chance to meet other people in the club. Of course, we
have lot of other opportunities. However, this event is held
as an occasion to entice new members to their first event.
Don’t worry, there’s no hazing or creepy initiation rituals. As
a matter of fact, we make it easy for you to come…new
members are not required to bring anything. Existing
members, typically, are asked to bring a side dish or
dessert. As a new member, just bring yourself. Of course,
families and significant others are welcome as well. For
everyone, if you RSVP to the event, you will be reimbursed
for the park entry fee. To RSVP, send me an email at:
chris.ruel@gmail.com.

One of the things that I have done this year as president is
to try and attend more events. It’s not that I didn’t want to
attend in the past, but rather, there were many things that
have kept me busy that I prioritized over club events. As
president, I am glad that I have challenged myself to 
be more involved. After all, the position is one of an 
ambassador to our members. It has helped me reconnect
to the club itself and remind me of all the great people
who are involved with it. It’s funny when I look at my 
Facebook friend list to see that most of my friends are 
from the club. I admit, I am one of those people who is 
constantly evaluating my friend list. This is not because I
want to get rid of friends, but, with as much content that is
posted, I don’t want to have the content for those whom I
relate to the most be diluted or filtered out. For example, I
don’t care to see all the posts from people whom I have not
talked to since high school about how they are lamenting
that today is laundry day or that this president or the last
president was better or worse than this president or the
last president.

With that said, there are still more things I would like to do
with the club, and I am going to keep challenging myself to
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By Chris Ruel

Chapter President/Hoosier BMW CCA

September
5th Monthly Meeting at 6:30 p.m. — Georges.
15th New Member Picnic
October
3rd Monthly Meeting at 6:00 p.m. — D&R South.
6th Ohio River Drive.

November
7th Monthly Meeting at 6:30 p.m. — Georges.

December
TBD Keeping check the website or the date of the holiday 

party and annual board meeting at Harry & Izzy’s.

We are still working on a date for Tire Rack Street Survival check the
website for more information.

At the time of publication not all calendar events and dates were 
confirmed. Please check our website often for times, locations and an 
updated calendar.

A social gathering will be held the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30PM
Champps — Keystone at the Crossing. 

*Visit www.hoosierbmw.com for updates, additions and last-minute changes.

Article and Photos by Larry Clarino
Article and Photos by Kash Rahman

L
une 3, 2018 saw fifteen intrepid, or perhaps, delusional,

would-be Mario Andrettis put their obviously self-inflated
skills to the test at the annual Hoosier BMW Club’s Go Kart
Challenge. It was held at the national caliber race track at
New Castle Motorsports Park. The track is located just off I-
70 in New Castle, Indiana, 

The event started off as any good race weekend, with a 
significant amount of braggadocio, that quickly dissolved
into exaggerated claims of skill only dreamed about by the
indomitable pilots. In other words, practice and qualifications.

Three heat races followed with the top two finishers moving
on to the A-Main. That was followed by two last chance races
with the top two finishers also moving to the dramatically
over optimistically named Race of Champions!

James Embry, the Hoosier Chapter’s event organizer, 
somehow found himself in the winner’s circle. While no one
questioned the fact that the guy that paid the track for the
event won, the question can certainly not be ignored. 

In any case, a fun time was had by all. Plans are already in the
works to make this a regular event on the Chapter’s calendar.

nother fun road trip, to the 
Bloomington Wonderlab, a hands on, 
kid orientated science museum. On the
way, we enjoyed a leisurely, kid friendly
pace along Rt. 46, with a photo op right
on Lake Monroe. Our goal today was a
family/kid friendly trip, and we 
succeeded. This place has everything
from Water tables, slides, giant climbing
gym, lizards, to a bed of nails, drums,
cranes, frozen shadows. The kids thought
it was a huge interactive playground, but
we were actually learning about physics, 
animals, engineering and everything else
science related. A popular exhibit on the
first floor is the Grapevine Climber, which
allows visitors to climb up giant leaves 
to view the museum from a different
perspective. What a way to see the museum! All-in-all this
drive was a great learning experience for everyone.

J

get to more events. I extend this challenge to everyone, as
a matter of fact. I will be the first to admit that I wished I
became active sooner than I did. I have been a member
since 2001. However, I did not become an active member
till around 2013. By active member, I mean regularly 
attending meetings and planned events. I spent a lot of
years just reading the Roundel and Hoosier Tracks newsletter
alone. I will say one thing, the fact that I did not discover
driving events till 2014 has probably saved me tens of
thousands of dollars! Please, if you do come out (especially
if you are a first time) introduce yourself! There are a lot of
opportunities coming up the latter part of this year so
there are plenty of chances left to join the fun!

The last thing I want to mention to all our members, 
not just the members that are new (whom I addressed 
in the first part of this letter), is to communicate with the
leadership (board) of the club about how we can do 
better. I admit, while I have been getting more involved
with the club, I have to develop a vision of where we want
to take the club in the future. I have been steering the ship,
but mostly following the course because it seems to work
ok. However, I know I can do more. In our most recent
board meeting we started brainstorming some things that
might make the club more accessible or encourage more
people to attend our events. One of those things, albeit
small, was the decision to cover the cost of the members
who RSVP to the new member picnic. We also are brain-
storming some alternatives for monthly meeting locations
that I hope to enact, if not this year then early next year.
This is to give a better chance for different members to 
attend. While our usual place “George’s Grill” has served us
well. But, not everyone lives north central to Indianapolis.
Things may move slowly with the changes, but, hopefully
we can talk about more in future.

Ok, there is one last thing. One of the events this club has
done in the past that has fallen from our schedule is the
very important Tire Rack Street Survival program. Believe
me, this is not because we don’t care anymore, but rather
because we need more help executing this event. In 
particular, if you have been involved in the past, please
reach out. We have people who want to be involved, but,
we have lost some of the expertise to get it planned and
executed. I will be reaching out to the national directors of
this program to see what I can get from them but 
any locals are welcome to join in. If you contact me or
someone else on our board, we can get more details about
what we need.

Thanks for reading and I hope to see you soon!

e are starting a new feature 
in Hoosier Tracks. In “Spotlight” 
an active club member will be 
featured in each issue. We are 
kicking it off with board member 
James Embry. James is a certified 
Track Rat when he is not playing 
a Realtor with Keller Williams Realty in Carmel, Indiana. He is 
celebrating fifteen years as a Realtor. 

James lives with his lovely wife Marisa, and two-year old son,
Clayton and one-year old daughter, Aaliyah, in the Oak Manor
area of Westfield.

How long have you been a Hoosier Chapter member? 2013

What was the first thing that attracted you to BMWs? E30 M3

was quicker around the track than American muscle with a V8.

What was the first BMW you owned?  2005 545i

If you could own any BMW today, which one would it be?  2019 M2

Competition

If money were not an object, what would be in your garage?  Ferrari

360 Modena….6 speed stick

What is your favorite part of the club?  Friendships that I’ve built.

How has being part of the club change your BMW ownership
experience?  A great resource for maintenance etc.

Who was the first person you met as part of the club?  Reggie Stew-

art of Reggie’s Motorworks

What was the last club event you participated in?  Go Karting at New

Castle Motorsports Park in June.

What do you do for fun (non BMW related, if such a thing exists)?
Hang with my kids.

Is there anything you would like to see the club do differently?  More

driving events

What is the next club related event in which you will participate?
Track event at Road America in September.

If you weren’t a Realtor what would you want to do? Race car driver

W

Feature: 1 -  James Embry

2 -  Jacob Peddycord

3 -  Mike Alley

4 -  Chris Ruel

5 -  Chris Gee

6 -  Larry Clarino

7 -  Grant Roberts

8 -  Jonathan Cassidy

9 -  Travis Clement

10 - Mike Woo

DNQ: Daniel Gilbert

Pete Walker

Gavin Roberts

Brendon Taylor

Jordon Sloan

A

S E P T E M B E R  1 5 T H  AT  E AG L E  C R E E K  PA R K
If you RSVP to the event, you will be reimbursed for the park entry fee.

To RSVP, send Chris Ruel an email at: chris.ruel@gmail.com



Direzza Sport Z1 Star Spec tread compound helps provide
faster lap times from the start by developing more traction
in temperate temperatures along with consistent grip on
subsequent laps when the tires are fully warmed up. Unlike
R-compound tires, the Direzza can also be used on a daily
basis, eliminating the need for a second set of rims.

2. Suspension
Stock shock absorbers will eventually
result in undesired sway as you begin
cornering more aggressively. A great
suspension upgrade alternative to 
expensive coil-overs would be sport
shocks from companies like Koni and
Bilstein, which, when coupled with low-
ering springs such as Eibach’s Pro-Kit,
lower the vehicle's center of gravity and
stiffen the ride, thereby reducing body
roll in the turns and give the car a more
solid secure feel at all times. Lowering
the car this way will result in a minimal amount of negative
camber (photo). While negative camber is desirable for
many track enthusiasts
since it improves grip
when cornering, too much
negative camber will
cause the inside of the tire
to wear more quickly than
the outside. Until you start
using camber plates and a
coil-over set-up, though,
this likely won’t be an
issue.

ome Club members, no doubt, are
looking for ways to improve lap times 

as their skill level increases at high performance driving
events (HPDE). In this article we will discuss two great 
ways for beginner/
intermediate drivers 
to upgrade their cars
without breaking the
bank.

1.Tires
Once you have been 
on the track five or six
times you may want to
upgrade to a set of tires
that come up to heat 
faster, and provide
more grip in hard 
cornering. According 
to the Tire Rack, the 

Article  by Tim Rolfsen

S

Track car set-up: 
Stage 1 (beginner)
Track car set-up: 
Stage 1 (beginner)

page 5

Scan with a QR reader 
for email sign-up

he Deutsche Marques is an annual
gathering of all-German cars. This car
show is held at the Gilmore Car 
Museum just 20 minutes north of 
Kalamazoo in Michigan and features
predominantly the big five auto brands:
BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Audi, Porsche
and Volkswagen. I have been twice and
look forward to the forthcoming years
because like many of you, I have an 
appreciation for all German cars, and this show lets you
enjoy them all at one location! The cars cover all eras,
and there are many rarities that attend, making this one
of the best car shows in the Midwest by my estimation.

This year, which was the 7th running of the show, the
weather was perfect with sunny skies, and the 
temperature was a pleasant 80. It is great to hear from
the organizer that the show has grown again since last
year, and the presence of BMW went up from 90ish last
year to about 120 of the 350 total cars. So if BMW is your
main passion, there was no shortage, and there were
many, many different models to see. The Hoosier BMW
Club Chapter had great representation, and two of us
even picked up category prizes — Congrats to Reggie
Stewart for the best 1960’s BMW, and yay for me snatching
best 1980’s. As a group of nearly 20, we concluded the
day with a nice dinner in downtown Kalamazoo, so this
may have been a club event with such a big group!

EXECUTIVE BOARD AND DIRECTORS
President: Chris Ruel 317-523-8482
Vice Pres: Kyle McGary 765-524-3935
Secretary: Steve Bailey 317-649-2817
Treasurer: Susan Wilson 317-253-6607
BMW Foundation Ambassador: Joe Vernon          317-691-1980

Director: Ben Younce 317-509-4208
Director: Rick Schue 317-374-9286
Director: Chris Wolf 317-578-9877
Director: Reggie Stewart 317-524-8331
Director: Kash Rahman 860-983-1011
Director: James Embry 317-903-0262
Director: Matt Dial 317-973-0203

DEALER LIAISONS
D&R BMW North: Chris Dunlap 317-328-1461
D&R BMW South: Jerry Reamer 317-738-2658
Bill Defouw BMW: Reggie Stewart 317-524-8331

CHAIRPERSONS
Newsletter Editor: Pam Clarino 317-896-9689
Webmaster: Chris Dunlap 317-328-1461 
Membership : Kyle McGary 317-669-2553
Driving Events: Jerry Reamer 317-738-2658

Hoosier Tracks is an official publication of the Hoosier Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America,
Inc., and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or BMW of
North America, Inc. It is provided by and for club membership only. The club assumes no liability
for any of the information, opinions or suggestions contained herein. No factory approval is
implied unless specifically stated. Modifications within the warranty period of a vehicle may
void the warranty. Contents may not be reproduced without written permission, except by the
BMW CCA and its Chapters. For more information, write us at news@hoosierbmw.com.

Scan with a QR reader 
to join us on twitter.
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Bracken, Sam
Plainfield, IN

Cawston, Natalle
Noblesville, IN

Estes, David
Westfield, IN

Hamilton, Will
Indianapolis, IN

Hinz, Rick
Indianapolis, IN

Newman, Ralph
Indianapolis, IN

Oglesby, Michael
Indianapolis, IN

Porter, Ralph
Kokomo, IN

Swift, Stephen
Fishers, IN

Walker, Pete
Fishers, IN

Whicker, Aubree
Coatesville, IN

T

Scan with a QR reader to
join us on facebook.

Scan with a QR reader 
to visit the Hoosier Chapter 
BMW CCA website.Article & Photos by Roland Porst

In addition to the big brands and popular models, there
are also some occasional surprises such as Isetta’s, Classic
pre-war Mercedes, Opel GTs and this year even a Trabant
from former East Germany. Beyond the Deutsche 
Marques car show, there is the museum to explore, which
features a rich history of American brands and a tribute
to racing spread over many buildings. There is really so
much to see in a day that despite staying to the day’s
end, it will take a third visit to get through the rest of 
the museums. If you have never been, keep an eye out 
for this event in July as it is well worth the drive up and
the mere $15 entry per car (occupants included). 
Museum entry is included too, and all proceeds go back
to maintaining the museum. I hope to see more of you
up there in 2019!
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In any case, a fun time was had by all. Plans are already in the
works to make this a regular event on the Chapter’s calendar.

nother fun road trip, to the 
Bloomington Wonderlab, a hands on, 
kid orientated science museum. On the
way, we enjoyed a leisurely, kid friendly
pace along Rt. 46, with a photo op right
on Lake Monroe. Our goal today was a
family/kid friendly trip, and we 
succeeded. This place has everything
from Water tables, slides, giant climbing
gym, lizards, to a bed of nails, drums,
cranes, frozen shadows. The kids thought
it was a huge interactive playground, but
we were actually learning about physics, 
animals, engineering and everything else
science related. A popular exhibit on the
first floor is the Grapevine Climber, which
allows visitors to climb up giant leaves 
to view the museum from a different
perspective. What a way to see the museum! All-in-all this
drive was a great learning experience for everyone.

J

get to more events. I extend this challenge to everyone, as
a matter of fact. I will be the first to admit that I wished I
became active sooner than I did. I have been a member
since 2001. However, I did not become an active member
till around 2013. By active member, I mean regularly 
attending meetings and planned events. I spent a lot of
years just reading the Roundel and Hoosier Tracks newsletter
alone. I will say one thing, the fact that I did not discover
driving events till 2014 has probably saved me tens of
thousands of dollars! Please, if you do come out (especially
if you are a first time) introduce yourself! There are a lot of
opportunities coming up the latter part of this year so
there are plenty of chances left to join the fun!

The last thing I want to mention to all our members, 
not just the members that are new (whom I addressed 
in the first part of this letter), is to communicate with the
leadership (board) of the club about how we can do 
better. I admit, while I have been getting more involved
with the club, I have to develop a vision of where we want
to take the club in the future. I have been steering the ship,
but mostly following the course because it seems to work
ok. However, I know I can do more. In our most recent
board meeting we started brainstorming some things that
might make the club more accessible or encourage more
people to attend our events. One of those things, albeit
small, was the decision to cover the cost of the members
who RSVP to the new member picnic. We also are brain-
storming some alternatives for monthly meeting locations
that I hope to enact, if not this year then early next year.
This is to give a better chance for different members to 
attend. While our usual place “George’s Grill” has served us
well. But, not everyone lives north central to Indianapolis.
Things may move slowly with the changes, but, hopefully
we can talk about more in future.

Ok, there is one last thing. One of the events this club has
done in the past that has fallen from our schedule is the
very important Tire Rack Street Survival program. Believe
me, this is not because we don’t care anymore, but rather
because we need more help executing this event. In 
particular, if you have been involved in the past, please
reach out. We have people who want to be involved, but,
we have lost some of the expertise to get it planned and
executed. I will be reaching out to the national directors of
this program to see what I can get from them but 
any locals are welcome to join in. If you contact me or
someone else on our board, we can get more details about
what we need.

Thanks for reading and I hope to see you soon!

e are starting a new feature 
in Hoosier Tracks. In “Spotlight” 
an active club member will be 
featured in each issue. We are 
kicking it off with board member 
James Embry. James is a certified 
Track Rat when he is not playing 
a Realtor with Keller Williams Realty in Carmel, Indiana. He is 
celebrating fifteen years as a Realtor. 

James lives with his lovely wife Marisa, and two-year old son,
Clayton and one-year old daughter, Aaliyah, in the Oak Manor
area of Westfield.

How long have you been a Hoosier Chapter member? 2013

What was the first thing that attracted you to BMWs? E30 M3

was quicker around the track than American muscle with a V8.

What was the first BMW you owned?  2005 545i

If you could own any BMW today, which one would it be?  2019 M2

Competition

If money were not an object, what would be in your garage?  Ferrari

360 Modena….6 speed stick

What is your favorite part of the club?  Friendships that I’ve built.

How has being part of the club change your BMW ownership
experience?  A great resource for maintenance etc.

Who was the first person you met as part of the club?  Reggie Stew-

art of Reggie’s Motorworks

What was the last club event you participated in?  Go Karting at New

Castle Motorsports Park in June.

What do you do for fun (non BMW related, if such a thing exists)?
Hang with my kids.

Is there anything you would like to see the club do differently?  More

driving events

What is the next club related event in which you will participate?
Track event at Road America in September.

If you weren’t a Realtor what would you want to do? Race car driver

W

Feature: 1 -  James Embry

2 -  Jacob Peddycord

3 -  Mike Alley

4 -  Chris Ruel

5 -  Chris Gee

6 -  Larry Clarino

7 -  Grant Roberts

8 -  Jonathan Cassidy

9 -  Travis Clement

10 - Mike Woo

DNQ: Daniel Gilbert

Pete Walker

Gavin Roberts

Brendon Taylor

Jordon Sloan

A

S E P T E M B E R  1 5 T H  AT  E AG L E  C R E E K  PA R K
If you RSVP to the event, you will be reimbursed for the park entry fee.

To RSVP, send Chris Ruel an email at: chris.ruel@gmail.com
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e had a record turnout at Reggie’s 11th annual 
open house! This event was held on Saturday, June 
16th, which was a HOT late-spring day. The heat 
didn’t keep the people or their cars away. We 
completely filled our parking lot. Luckily the kind 
folks at Hare Collision Center had cleared out some 
space so we’d have plenty of room for overflow. 

We had BMW’s ranging from TWO 1957 Isettas up to 
some of the latest and greatest Bavarian beasts on 
the road. We also had several Minis, Porsches, 
Mercedes-Benzes, Audis, and Volkswagens. Some 
other notable cars were an 850csi, a Classic Mini, an 
Austin Healy, and a Land Rover Defender. Club member
Roland Porst won “Best of Show” with his absolutely 
stunning e24 M6, while “Best Project in Progress” went 
to a very original older Mercedes-Benz 450SE. 

As always, Sean Goble’s stuffed jalapeno peppers were 
a hit, followed by the always tasty Bigg Hoffa’s 
Smokehouse BBQ!

Thank you again to all who came to the show, and to
Hoosier BMW for your continual support of Reggie’s 
Motorworks! We feel fortunate to be able to take 
care of great cars that are owned by awesome 
people!

We’ll look forward to seeing you at this event again 
next year!
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The club treasurer, far as long as I can remember (15 years), is finally retiring. Susan 
Wilson deserves a standing ovation for all the hard work she has done. This has to be a record 
for a board member position. Susan, cheers to you and a heartfelt thanks from all of us!

With that said, we are taking applications for a new treasurer. This is a board appointed position. 
You must be willing to accept payment in the form of pats on the back (it is not paid).  Here is 
the lion’s share of the responsibilities:

1.   Pay bills as necessary (not much activity) Basically just for the few events that we host and 
reimbursements for out of pocket expenses to club members.

2.   Monitor and reconcile the bank account. Use QuickBooks for bookkeeping and bank 
reconciliations. We currently use KeyBank.

3.   Approve payment processing for newsletter printing and postage.

4.   Gather mail from post office box at Bacon Station post office in Indianapolis. Not much besides junk comes to 
PO Box, so unless we are expecting payments for advertising, check it once a month.

5.   Bill newsletter advertisers and collect payment.

6.   Submit year end financial information to the National BMWCCA office via the website.

7.   Prepare annual tax return (990), which in recent years has been nothing more 
than filing an online e-postcard, due to gross receipts being less than $50,000.

8.   Attend quarterly board meetings.

9.   Please don't steal the money.

Check out the latest event details at:
www.hoosierbmw.com
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